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The “Old Chaos of the Sun’: The Eternal in Wallace Stevens’ Poems

This paper is an example of a paper using MLA formatting. MLA uses an
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an author, use
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Every time
after use just
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name.

author-location system of citing. For in-text citations you can use the author’s name in a

signal phrase. According tg Wallace Stevens, modern poetry “has to find what will

“[suffice” (132). Or, alternately, you could quote your source and then put the author’s

name and page number in the parentheses at the end. For example, modern poetry “has

to find what will suffice™ (Stevens 132). Notice that there is no comma between the

author’s last name and the page number.

Some sources, like websites, will not have page numbers. In that case, include
information that would help the reader find the paragraph or section that information is
in. So, if you would like to quote something you found on the Poetry Foundation
website, you would include the paragraph number so your reader can easily locate the
information. For example, Stevens has often been characterized as “a willfully difficult

poet” because of the philosophical complexity of his ideas (“Wallace” par. 1).

Use “par.” to indicate which
paragraph the quote is in.

Check out our resources on the AUSB Writing Center website. We have advice
for writing in a variety of different genres. We also have tips for thesis statement
development, conclusion strategies, and integrating quotes. Additionally, we are happy

to help you with formatting your in-text citations and Works Cited page.
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If you cite more than one work by an author, you should include a shortened form of
the source’s title in your in-text citation.
If I quote one poem of Wallace Stevens: (Stevens 132).

If I quote 2 poems: (Stevens, “Modern” 132), (Stevens, “Sunday” 18).
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Assessment Rubric for Compare and Contrast Essay

Knowledge and

Understanding
Follow basic structure of

a compare and contrast
essay (introduction,
thesis statement, three
supporting paragraphs,
similarities and
differences between two
subjects, transition
words/phrases
conclusion)

LEVEL 4

contains few of the
elements of a
compare and
contrast essay

contains some of
the elements of a
compare and
contrast essay

contains most of
the elements of a
compare and
contrast essay

Thinking

Generating ideas
(similarities and
differences in three
distinct features
between two subjects)

Your essay
contains all of the
elements of a

compare and
contrast essay

Your ideas and Your ideas and
examples and
evidence are
incomplete and

examples and
evidence are

examples and
evidence are
mostly complete
complete and/or
somewhat logical

Communication

Use of conventions,
such as spelling,
sentence structure, and
subject-verb agreement

Your ideas and
supporting
examples and
evidence are
thoroughly
complete and very
logical

contains some
spelling mistakes,
run-on sentences,

contains many
spelling mistakes,
run-on sentences

contains very few
spelling mistakes,
run-on sentences

fragments, and
subject-verb
agreement errors

fragments, and
subject-verb
agreement errors

fragments, and
subject-verb
agreement errors

Application
Comparing and

contrasting between
two different subjects

Your essay is free
from spelling
mistakes, run-on
sentences,
sentence
fragments, and
subject-verb
agreement errors

Your comparison
and contrast
between two
different subjects
are not well-
developed and

Your comparison
and contrast
between two
different subjects
are somewhat
developed and

Your comparison
and contrast
between two
different subjects
are completely
developed and

Your comparison
and contrast
between two
different subjects
are clearly
developed and
logical

Research/Sources

Source of information
and reliability of
sources used

Three or more
different and
reliable sources

Only two different
and reliable
sources used

Only one reliable
source used

Three or more
different and

reliable sources
used and all
sources are cited
properly in essay
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